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Introduction

Tao Tao, holder of four master's degrees in Education, Applied L inguistics,

Business Administration, and C riminal Law. P reviously, she worked as an

editor, producer, and bi lingual host in Chinese and English at a central

government-affi liated agency. Throughout her career, she has been mentored by

Xu P ing, China's renowned criminal defense lawyer, Senior Partner and

D irector of the C riminal Defense Insti tute at Bei jing Dacheng Law Offices, LLP,

and Yalin Wang, a National F irst-class Lawyer, National Outstanding Lawyer and

D irector of the Management Committee at K ing A&P Law F irm in Anhui. Tao Tao

specializes in criminal defense for both Chinese and foreign nationals,

alongside corporate compliance, and excels in handling international trade

disputes and cross-border conflict resolutions.

Remarkable achievements

During the bidding process for a RMB 1.20 bi llion underground rai l project in a

provincial capital, a central enterprise was suspected of bribery amounting to

RMB 7.80 million and engaging in bid collusion. The public securi ty authori ty

charged the enterprise's executives and two responsible persons with crimes of

collusive bidding and bribery. Through multiple communications with the

prosecutorial authori ties at the provincial, municipal, and district levels, the

defense lawyer submitted defense arguments and fi led for a criminal compliance

recti fication request. The prosecutorial authori ties agreed to ini tiate a criminal

compliance recti fication for the involved enterprise. Following the enterprise's

compliance recti fication, the prosecutorial authori ties finally decided not to

prosecute the central enterprise and i ts executives, and the public securi ty

authori ty withdrew the case against the two responsible persons, and dismissed

the case. Another related case involving a central enterprise and three
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responsible persons, suspected of a RMB 1.10 bi llion project and RMB 7.80

million in bribery, was also dismissed without prosecution.

During the preliminary investigation phase before the public securi ty authori ty

fi led the case, the client was questioned. The client is convinced of their

inevitable criminal liabi li ty and has consequently retained a lawyer for

representation. The lawyer collected evidence of innocence, visi ted the Public

Security Bureau to negotiate, and provided evidence of innocence along with

written opinions arguing that the action did not consti tute the crime of issuing

false invoices. Subsequently, the lawyer maintained communication with the

investigators, and provided similar cases of acquittal and relevant articles. Upon

review, the public securi ty authori ty decided not to fi le a case against the client.

Company A , an industry leader in a province, was determined by investigative

authori ties to have i ts two affi liated branch offices in a ci ty, through their

respective heads, X  Mao and X  Tian, defraud the state of over RMB 300,000 in

subsidies by providing false materials for 53 individuals, consti tuting the crime of

fraud. In accordance with the sentencing standards and guidelines, the baseline

sentence for the fraud amount is seven years. Upon being retained, the lawyer

took on the role of defense lawyer for X  Mao. In addition to reviewing the

evidence on record, the defense lawyer visi ted relevant provincial departments,

met with the suspect and senior executives of the involved company to

understand the case detai ls, collected a substantial amount of documentary and

other objective evidence, and instructed the suspect in gathering, organizing, and

summarizing evidence for themselves. The defense lawyer made four visi ts to the

prosecutorial authori ties, alongside two trips to relevant provincial departments,

and the involved company. Within a month, the defense lawyer produced 100,000

Chinese characters of reading notes and submitted two not-gui lty pleas, totaling

11,000 Chinese characters, to the prosecutorial authori ty. Following review, the

prosecutorial authori ty concluded that only four out of the 53 individuals had

forged materials, and reduced the original fraud amount of over RMB 350,000 to

RMB 31,400. Given the minor nature of the crime and the complete resti tution of

the involved fund, the authori ty decided not to prosecute X  Mao and X  Tian.

X X Gao, a well-known female entrepreneur in the local area, was accused of

organizing prosti tution. The court of fi rst instance convicted her of the crime of

organizing prosti tution, sentencing her to seven years in prison and imposing a

fine of RMB 1.5 million. The defense lawyer represented her in the

second instance. A fter the appellate hearing, the appellate court overturned the

original verdict and remanded the case for retrial. The retrial significantly

reduced the first instance penalty.

X X Wang, a shareholder of a mining company, encountered disputes and

conflicts with other shareholders during the company's operations. Subsequently,

X X Wang was accused by these shareholders of intentional injury, deliberate

property damage, and embezzlement. The public securi ty authori ty fi led the case

and initiated an investigation into the allegations, charging X X Wang with crimes
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of intentional injury, deliberate property damage, and embezzlement. During the

review and prosecution stage, the defense lawyer argued that X X Wang's action

did not consti tute a crime. The prosecution partially accepted the defense's

opinion, concluding that X X Wang's actions did not consti tute a crime of

embezzlement. Instead, they charged him with intentional injury and deliberate

property damage in their indictment to the court. In the first instance trial phase,

the defense lawyer actively faci li tated negotiations between the court, the

procuratorate, and the local government, resulting in a settlement between X X

Wang and the other shareholders. The court of fi rst instance held two sessions

two years apart, and after the defense lawyer's arguments, the first defendant,

X X Wang, as a repeat offender, was sentenced to probation with concurrent

sentences for two crimes, whi le all four defendants were released.

X X Zhang registered on a dating A P P, and falsely claimed to engage in

romantic, matrimonial, or amorous conversations with male users for a fee. These

conversations, whether through text, voice messages, video calls, or the purchase

of virtual gifts, required the consumption of coins. These coins could only be

obtained through recharge payments for ongoing communication. The recharge

fees were then spli t between the female interlocutor and the platform according to

a predetermined percentage. Later, the dating A P P platform was apprehended

by the public securi ty authori ty. The public securi ty authori ty fi led the case and

initiated an investigation against the platform's responsible person and the

female interlocutor for suspected fraud. It was determined that X X Zhang was

implicated in a scam involving RMB 490,000, with i llici t earnings amounting to

RMB 230,000. During the review and prosecution phase, the defense lawyer

engaged in thorough discussions with the prosecutor on several occasions,

arguing that X X Zhang's conduct did not consti tute a crime. The prosecutorial

authori ty partially accepted the defense's arguments, agreed on a reduction in

X X Zhang's penalty and proposed a three-year prison sentence with four-year

probation for the crime of fraud. Ultimately, the court of fi rst instance adopted the

prosecuting authori ty’s sentence proposal.
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Academic writings

A Preliminary Analysis of the Applicabi li ty Issues of Withdrawal from Joint

Offenses - Qingmiao Law Review of China University of Poli tical Science and

Law

Work experience

Education

Case of X X Meng's Organizing and Leading Pyramid Selling Activi ties and

Issuing False Invoices

Case of X X  L i 's Organization of Obscene Performances

X X Hao's Rape Case

Legal Counsel & A ttorney at Bei jing Globe-Law Law F irm

Attorney at Bei jing Dacheng Law Offices, LLP

Attorney at K ing A&P Law F irm in Anhui

Bachelor of English, Harbin Normal University

Master of Education & Master of Applied L inguistics, University of Newcastle,

Australia

Master of Business Administration, Coventry University, United K ingdom

Master of C riminal Law (Candidate), China University of Poli tical Science and

Law
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